
 

 

Table B: Rural Functional Road Classification 
Function Description Mobility 

Basic 
Function 

Alternate functional 
descriptions 

Determining function Class 
No 

(R_) 

Class name Origin / destination Through traffic 
component 

Reach of 
connectivity 

% of built 
km 

AADT (average 
annual daily 

traffic) 
Mobility Vehicle priority, vehicle only, 

long distance, through, high 
order, high speed, numbered, 

commercial,  economic, 
strategic; route, arterial road or 

highway. 

Movement is dominant, through traffic is 
dominant, the majority of traffic does not 
originate or terminate in the immediate 

vicinity, the function of the road is to carry 
high volumes of traffic between urban areas 

1 Principal 
arterial* 

Metro areas, large cities, large border posts, join 
national routes 

Exclusively > 50 km 2 - 4% 
Classes 1 

and 2 

1000 – 
100 000+ 

2 Major 
arterial* 

Cities and large towns, transport nodes 
(harbours and international airports), smaller 

border posts, join major routes 

Exclusively >25 km 500 – 25 000+ 

3 Minor 
arterial* 

Towns, villages and rural settlements, tourist 
destinations, transport nodes (railway sidings, 
seaports, landing strips), small border posts, 

other routes 

Predominant > 10 km 6 - 12% 
Classes 1, 

2 and 3 

100 – 2 000+ 

Access / 
Activity 

Access, mixed pedestrian and 
vehicle traffic, short distance, 

low order, lower speed, 
community / farm, road or 

street. 

Access, turning and crossing movements are 
allowed, the majority of traffic has an origin 
or destination in the district, the function of 

the road is to provide a safe environment for 
vehicles and pedestrians using access points 

4 Collector 
road 

Connect farming districts, rural settlements, 
tourist areas, national and private parks and 

mines to mobility routes 

Minimal < 10 km 20 - 25% < 1 000 

5 Local road Farm or property access, connection to other 
routes 

Nil 
Discontinuous 

< 5 km 65 - 75% < 500 

6 Walkway 
(path or 
track) 

Settlements, farms, transport nodes, water 
points 

n/a    

* In rural areas, the term distributor may be preferred to arterial 
  



 

 

Table C: Urban Functional Road Classification 
Function Description Mobility Traffic 

Basic 
Function 

Alternate functional descriptions Determining function Class No 
(U_) 

Class name Through 
traffic 

component 

Distance 
between parallel 

roads (km) 

% of built km Reach of 
Connectivity 

Expected range 
of ADT 

(average daily 
traffic) 

% of travel 
veh-km 

Mobility vehicle priority, vehicle only, 
long distance, through, high 

order, high speed, numbered, 
commercial,  economic, 

strategic; route, arterial road or 
highway. 

Movement is dominant, through traffic is 
dominant, the majority of traffic does not 

originate or terminate in the immediate vicinity, 
the function of the road is to carry high volumes 

of traffic between urban districts 

1 Principal 
arterial 

(freeway) 

Exclusively 5 - 10 km 5 - 10% 
Classes U1 and 

U2 

> 20 km 40 000 - 
120  000+ 

40 – 65% 
Classes U1 

and U2 
2 Major arterial Predominant 1.5 - 5.0 km > 10 km 20 000 - 60 000 

3 Minor arterial Major 0.8 - 2.0 km 15 - 25% 
Classes U1, U2 

and U3 

> 2 km 10 000 - 40 000 65 – 80% 
Classes U1, 
U2 and U3 

Access / 
Activity 

Access, mixed pedestrian and 
vehicle traffic, short distance, 

low order, low speed, 
community, street. 

Access, turning and crossing movements are 
allowed, the majority of traffic has an origin or 
destination in the immediate area, the function 
of the road is to provide a safe environment for 
vehicles and pedestrians using access points 

4a Collector street, 
commercial 

Discourage  5 – 10% < 2 to 3 km < 25 000 5 – 10% 

4b Collector street, 
residential 

Discourage  < 2 km < 10 000 

5a Local street, 
commercial 

Prevent  65 – 80% < 1 km < 5 000 10 – 30% 

5b Local street, 
residential 

Prevent  < 0.5 km 
(1 km Max) 

< 1 000 

6a Walkway, 
pedestrian 

priority 

Ban      

6b Walkway, 
pedestrian only 

Ban      

  


